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Rationale

With the recent publication of Militarizing Outer Space: Astroculture, Dystopia and the
Cold War (London 2021), the European Astroculture trilogy is complete. The three vol-
umes - Imagining Outer Space: European Astroculture in the Twentieth Century (2nd
edn 2018), Limiting Outer Space: Astroculture after Apollo (2018) and the brand-new
Militarizing Outer Space - are the outcome of a simple insight: outer space has been a
phantasy, a project and, indeed, a product of the twentieth century, not only in the
United States and the Soviet Union/Russia but also in Europe. Outer space is neither
just ‘out there’ nor the ‘final frontier’ but the result of manifold, overlapping and often
conflictual processes of negotiation, nationally and internationally. As such, it has a
history, too.

While Imagining Outer Space, the first volume, sets out to establish and contour
the historical field of ‘astroculture’ in the 1950s and 1960s, Limiting Outer Space, the
second volume, zeroes in on a single decade, the post-Apollo crisis-ridden 1970s, and
the widespread sense of ‘space fatigue.” Militarizing Outer Space, the third volume,
examines the “dark” side of long-standing space utopias and accompanying soci-
otechnical imaginaries. Taken together, these three book have effectively created a
new field of historical research, that of astroculture, not the least noteworthy because
of its decidedly European focus.

The roundtable - featuring historians, museum curators, sociologists and anthro-
pologists from the United States, Great Britain, Switzerland and Germany - takes the
trilogy’s completion as an opportunity to pause, step back and take an intellectual
inventory of what has been achieved with the European Astroculture trilogy - and what
is still missing from the agenda. What have the three volumes uncovered, what has
proven problematic and what new questions have arisen? Thus, the roundtable is far
more than a traditional book presentation; rather, it will serve as a platform to discuss
the current state of the art within space history, astrocultural and extraterrestrial life,

both within Europe but also beyond.
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